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The War and Christian Union 

In the Bibliotheca Sacra for October, 
1016, appears an article entitled, "The 
Effect of the War on Christian Reunion," 
by William J. H. Pelter, LL.B., Halifax, 
Canada. The writer points out two direct 
unifying elements occasioned by the Euro- 
pean conflict: (1) the co-operation of all 
kinds of Christians in war-relief activities — 
"a unity of all beliefs and creeds and re- 
ligions based upon the outgoing of human 
sympathy" — and (2) "the spiritual unity 
shown on the field of battle between the 
chaplains of the various denominations who 
are working together in perfect co-operation 
and harmony." To such, whom the war 
has welded together in ministration to the 
needs of humanity, there can never be a 
return to the prejudices and narrow spiritual 
horizons of earlier days. Dr. Barnes, of 
the London City Temple, is quoted as saying 
in his inaugural sermon: "He who would 
serve Christ in his generation should wel- 
come all varieties of Christian religious 
experience in proportion to their power to 
reveal God." These sentiments from the 
City Temple pulpit have been welcomed 
gladly by those who feel that the divine 
working should be recognized wherever it is 
seen and all its phases should be brought 
into one great unity. 

From the human side the most promi- 
nent factor for reunion has been the increas- 
ing social emphasis in different departments 
of organized Christianity. One writer says: 
"The strong movement for Christian union 
in the United States has been largely 
prompted by the realization of social needs 
and is led by men who have felt the attrac- 
tion of the Kingdom of God as something 
greater than any particular church and as 
the common object of all. Thus the divi- 
sions which were caused in the past by 
differences in dogma and church polity may 



yet be healed by unity of interest in social 
salvation." This rising tide of democracy, 
so evident in many of the churches, may be 
allied with the Holy Spirit as a result of the 
war and directed into avenues of moral and 
social reconstruction which would lead the 
erstwhile conflicting interests of the churches 
into a territory of common endeavor and at 
the same time attract a constituency "now 
openly antagonistic to organized religion 
but fired with the same fervent zeal and 
devotion to the cause of humanity." The 
war will further the cause of social democ- 
racy and thus tend to unite the churches 
along the lines of social enterprise. 

Considering the question of unity from 
the point of view of the various existing 
churches, the greatest obstacle is seen in 
the uncompromising attitude of the Roman 
Catholic church. Here there are gleams 
of hope. Cardinal Manning, anent the 
dogma. "No salvation out of the [Roman] 
Church," approves the saying of Augustine, 
"Many sheep without, many wolves with- 
in." and testifies to having found English 
Christians (non-Catholics) "living lives of 
visible sanctification as undoubtedly the 
work of the Holy Ghost as I have ever seen 
in all conditions of life." Again, many 
modifications in Catholic doctrine are noted. 
Converts are now permitted to regard the 
veneration of images, relics, etc., as non- 
essential, to celebrate mass at night and 
without fasting, and to receive an indul- 
gence of one hundred days in lieu of fifteen 
minutes' daily reading of the gospel in some 
authorized translation. The words, "All 
heretics, schismatics, and rebels against 
our lord, the Pope, I will persecute and 
attack," are now omitted by archbishops 
and bishops taking oath under the English 
crown. It may be that Rome is being gradu- 
ally transformed from within. Yet it must 
be remembered that (1) the Roman doctrine 
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of Trent has not been formally denied and (2) 
the above concessions appear only in books 
intended for Protestants and many earnest 
Catholics protest their unreality. In the 
Greek-Russian Orthodox church there are 
those who look forward to a possible union 
with the Anglican church. Both at least 
are now agreed in their protest "against the 
attitude and errors of Rome." In the 
denominations of Protestant Christendom 
there is already wide organic unity and co- 
operation. An invisible spiritual unity, 
stronger than any visible federation, 
grounded in truth and manifested in love, 
is gradually making itself felt. In the mis- 
sion fields this is becoming clearly apparent. 
The reunion of Christendom will come on 
this spiritual basis with Christ as the center. 
With common labor for the cause of human- 
ity as a basis of union there is met the sharp 
opposition of two methods of activity — the 
one, anti-supernatural, rationalistic, busying 
itself in slum work on a practically non- 
religious basis; the other, intensely conserva- 
tive in clinging to traditional doctrine and 
putting the spiritual side of the work to the 
fore. The war appears to be working in 
favor of the vanquishment of rationalism 
and the victory of the supernatural religious 
basis for social work. There is another 
division between those who stress the idea 
of the visible church, apostolic succession, 
primitive ritual, etc., as the basis of unity 
and those who look to a wider interpretation 
of the church's life in terms of Protestantism, 
Conformity, and Non-Conformity. These 
divisions stress the difficulty of any real 
Christian reunion. 

Social Christianity 

The effect of the war upon British social 
conditions in connection with the Christian 
message is discussed by H. Maldwyn Hughes 
in the London Quarterly Review for October, 
1916, under the caption, "The Christianiz- 
ing of Social Relations after the War." 
The writer holds that this task will be ren- 



dered easier by three factors introduced 
since the war broke out: (1) The danger of 
the liquor traffic has been seen more clearly 
than ever before. (2) Social experiments 
startling in their extent have been made. 
The area of state action and control has 
been considerably enlarged. (3) "It has 
been proved how vast are the material 
resources of the state and how cheerfully 
men will bear the heaviest burden when 
urged by the motive of self-preservation." 
The doctrine that might is right is now 
being loudly denounced on every side. It 
is hoped that this attitude will be main- 
tained with respect to social relations and 
that the Sermon on the Mount may be 
applied socially as well as internationally. 
The great barrier in the way of social reform 
is erected by self-interest. "Many of us 
are ardent social reformers until our own 
interests are threatened, and then we begin 
to see how much there is to be said on the 
other side." Benjamin Kidd, in his Social 
Evolution, holds that a necessary factor in 
social advance is the voluntary surrender of 
privilege as the result of a changed sense of 
right. This can come only through accept- 
ing, not merely the gospel, but the full 
gospel of the grace of God in Jesus Christ. 
"The New Testament speaks not only of 
conversion and regeneration, but of sancti- 
fication." The last is both intensive and 
extensive. "It is the outworking of the 
Spirit of Christ in all the relations of the 
common life." What is needed today is 
the evangelism of the New Testament and 
of Wesley, the evangelism of the New Birth 
and of perfect love. The former has so 
far received the greater emphasis. We 
must stress rather the latter, namely, the 
moral fruits of the gospel of the incarnation 
and the cross. Evangelism must be rid 
of its superficiality and shallowness. Qual- 
ity as well as quantity must be sought after. 
The church must be the fearless champion 
of Christian righteousness and encourage 
its members to live out the law of love in all 
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the relations of life. It must set itself to 
win every sphere of thought and life for 
Jesus Christ. It has been largely forgotten 
that the modern social movement is a prod- 
uct of the evangelical revival. The early 
evangelicals did things — set aside brutal 
penal laws, abolished slavery, secured legis- 
lation to protect factory operatives. This 
is needed today. "The people are waiting 
for a church which will show them con- 
vincingly that Christ came to preach glad 
tidings to the poor." 

The Church and the Present Situation 

A fearless discussion of the forces of 
organized Christianity as they relate them- 
selves to modern conditions, especially 
those in Europe, is set forward in an article 
by Vida D. Scudder, called "The Alleged 
Failure of the Church," in the January 
number of the Yale Review. Civilization 
is an instrument for good or evil. Not yet 
have the forces of good, led by the church, 
laid hold effectively upon this instrument. 
"The war has brought into terrible relief 
the persistent fact that the church, divided, 
hesitant, backward, has apparently scant 
contribution to make, as an official body, 
either towards the healing of the nations 
or towards the healing of social disorders." 
Christianity has ministered to the bereaved 
and dying and has achieved remarkable 
philanthropies, yel so far it has been piti- 
fully ineffective in de-paganizing social and 
industrial life and in interpreting the law 
of Christ in the international arena. It is 
the duty of Christians to recognize the failure 
in penitence and to inquire carefully as to 
the real facts in the case. 

The church has failed to blaze the trail 
in matters of economic readjustment and 
social reconstruction, yet she must be 
eternally disgraced if she does not follow up 
these movements inaugurated under other 
auspices. To measures like suffrage, or to 
theories like socialism, syndicalism, or 
single tax she cannot commit herself, but 



she must give herself whole-heartedly to 
social reform in the large, "described by 
the awkward phrase, preliminaries to sanc- 
tification." The problems of privileged 
property rights, the protection of the weak, 
public health, the wage of the working class. 
clamor for the church's attention. The 
sources of wealth call for investigation. 
"In England feeble protests arise — oh, the 
shame of it ! — against bishops holding shares 
in breweries." It is for the church to 
encourage a demand for a new idea regard- 
ing investment that will relieve the torn 
consciences of her children. "To profit by 
conditions which leave one uneasy is de- 
moralizing and dangerous." The type of 
Christianity which the United States in- 
herited from the last century was suave, 
pleasant-mannered, Sunday ornamentation, 
promoting safe philanthropies at home and 
remote missions abroad, assuming that 
what is agreeable is religious, and ignoring 
agonies of social conscience — "a domestic 
religion, mid- Victorian in effect, calculated 
to make life pleasant in the family circle, 
but curiously at ease in Zion." The coming 
of the war and the readiness of European 
peoples to make sacrifices in the name of 
patriotism puts to shame the failure of the 
church to enlist the same people for the 
protection rather than the destruction of 
manhood in the holier name of Christ. 
The church has before her the adventure of a 
new crusade, that of winning for Christ the 
entire territory of social and industrial 
relations. The strife within the church be- 
tween dogmatist and radical must give way 
before an agreement to work together, 
regardless of doctrinal differences, with a 
gospel of love calculated to cleanse society 
of its ancient evils and usher in the Kingdom 
of God. Indeed, it may be found that the 
richest social implications are bound up 
with the great theological concepts of the 
church. Today she needs both the ardors 
of the mystic and the heroism of the re- 
former. She must embrace t he heroic aspects 
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of the cross in a peculiar sense, inward and 
mystic as well as outward and practical. 

War and Woman in France 

The effects of the war upon the feminism 
movement is dealt with extensively under 
the title "La Guerre et le rdle des femmes" 
by Jane Misme in the November issue of 
La Revue de Paris. The ante-bellum 
propagandist activities of the French 
feministic societies are now entirely sus- 
pended, but the deeds of the French women 
point at the present time to a social equality 
of the sexes. The war called the men from 
productive activity to bear arms against the 
enemy. Importation of life's necessities 
from belligerent countries naturally ceased. 
A sudden increase in home production 
became imperative. The women stepped 
into the breach. Without being officially 
called upon, they took the places of the 
husbands or the fathers who had donned the 
uniform, and became farmers, laborers, 
veterinaries, notaries, barbers, and merchants 
of all kinds. At first the military authori- 
ties refused the application of women to 
assist in actual military operations and in 
ammunition factories. The English army 
had accepted the service of the women 
many months before France possessed a 
minister of war sagacious and energetic 
enough to do the same for the women of 
France. Now it is carried out, not just as 
completely as General Gallieni at first fore- 
saw, but in a larger measure than many 
then thought possible. Now there are 
women doctors, automobilists, and aviators. 
In many schools and colleges the vacant 
chair of the teacher or master is filled by a 
young woman, while frequently even the 
mayor's function is exercised by a capable 
representative of feminism. 



This material aid is not all that woman 
has given to France in the great struggle. 
To her more than to any other factor is due 
the national temper which has made France 
the admiration of all the allies. The pa- 
tience, the fortitude, the marvelous uplift 
of spirit with which French women have 
borne their inescapable grief and anguish 
have created a spirit of resistance which 
has rendered the nation so far invulnerable. 
The public has watched so far with certain 
amusement the woman assuming duties in 
so many departments of the body politic. 
Yet there is a growing seriousness in relation 
to feminine values and an inclination to 
look with favor, not only on the devotion, 
but on the actual toil effected by women 
workers. The evolution of opinion on this 
subject is going to produce a condition in 
which woman will not be obliged to be only 
a mother and no more, but in which she 
will enjoy all the possibilities of maternity 
with real happiness. The swift movement 
of changes under the pressure of conditions 
in the past two years has proved the possi- 
bility of the most radical reforms receiving 
rapid realization. This is seen in the aboli- 
tion of the sale of absinthe, the legitimation 
of war babies, and like legislation in which 
women have a particular interest. Such 
portents lend confidence to feminist leaders 
in the coming complete emancipation of 
woman. Before the war some of them lost 
their prudence and their patience in a hostile 
atmosphere. Today things are different. 
Tempora mutantur. And the welfare of the 
nation calls the forces of feminism to carry 
out a program of reform regarding education, 
labor problems, marriage, charity, hygiene, 
social morality, and politics which will con- 
vince all that sexual equality is trium- 
phantly possible. 



